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Namaste,

It is a pleasure to address you all in this end of year Shishukunj 
newsletter. We’ve had a busy Summer term and I hope you have enjoyed 
the wonderful activities – from the Olympic-themed Kendra days to our 
wonderful Charity Walk where spirits were high despite the rain!

Shishukunj is truly fortunate and blessed to have such positive and 
energetic children, youngsters, parents and volunteers – all 
participating 100%, and working tirelessly towards achieving the many 
goals and objectives of Shishukunj. The core of Shishukunj remains the 
Sunday Kendras, where our children’s development into well-rounded 
leaders of tomorrow is carefully guided by our Karyakars. The 
Shishukunj family and togetherness is evident every week where all of 
us aspire to develop and better ourselves. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the Kendra leadership teams, the handlers, the 
Gujarati teachers and everyone involved in delivering Kendra activities 
for the bene�t of all the baalako – they all deserve a very big thank you 
for making Sunday Kendra so special.

This is an important time for Shishukunj as we are embarking on a 
programme of change which aims to ensure that we remain successful 
in the long-term and meet the needs of tomorrow’s children. Over the 
coming years we have committed to focus our e�orts on 5 core areas:

 Improving the quality of everything we do
 Improving all aspects of our back o�ce operations to better   
       serve all our stakeholders
 Developing the Shishu Bhavan into a Shishukunj Community Centre
 Marketing Shishukunj as an organisation to achieve greater            
       awareness of its existence and achievements
 To engage a wider workforce in the work of Shishukunj

We have just begun our work on this programme and are making great 
progress. I am con�dent that the path we are following will help us to 
strengthen our organisation for years to come. I would encourage you 
all to contribute whatever time and skills you have, for the bene�t of 
Shishukunj and our baalako. I can assure you that if you get involved not 
only will you help to make a di�erence, but also grow and develop 
within yourself. 

I wish you all a wonderful Summer break – refresh your energies and let’s 
come back in September ready to continue the marvellous work of 
Shishukunj!

Baal Devo Bhava

Bhupenbhai Shah
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Following on from our theme of inventions, the summer term began on 
a timely note with the acquisition of a time machine!! Learning through 
fun and games we explored ancient civilisations such as Egypt, Aztec, 
Greece and the Indus valley. The term ended with a trip to the British 
Museum to take place in a battle of knowledge against the “war lady” 
who had stolen the time machine. 

New roles taken on by our ever supportive and enthusiastic parents’ 
team included Dipikaben taking on a communications role and Ninaben 
leading Baal Mandir. We’re all looking forward to the new year ahead! 

Croydon Kendra

Finchley Kendra
This term the baalako at Finchley Kendra put a fantastic e�ort into 
making personalised calendars for sale as part of the fundraising e�ort 
for the Shishukunj Community Centre. The baalako also showed 
tremendous grace and discipline as they went about learning their 
respective Kawayat daus. This activity culminated with an unforgettable 
performance for the parents. The Shishulympics were an awesome �nish 
to the term. Despite the weather both parents and baalako joined in and 
enjoyed a fabulous day together. Rakheeben stepped down as Kendra 
Nayab at the end of this term and we would like to thank her for all her 
work in helping to move Finchley Kendra forwards.

Kingsbury had a busy term celebrating the Olympics with an 
appropriately themed ECA that included activities like relay racing and 
shot put. The baalako also showcased their artistic talents with a 
performance styled on the Opening Ceremony. The term ended with an 
emotional farewell to Kingsbury Green School which has been the home 
to our Kendra for over 30 years. Parents and baalako spent the day 
together enjoying the fun-�lled activities and delicious food. This term 
was also Pranaybhai's last term as Kendra Nayab and we would like to 
acknowledge his e�orts over the last 2 years at Kendra.

Kingsbury Kendra
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Baal Devo Bhava
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Over the last year we have had some excellent Baal Pravruti events. 
Beginning with Navratri which was handled by one of our younger 
Talimi Karyakars, this was one of our largest gatherings in some years 
and the �rst time we have collaborated with another organisation 
(Young Jains). We had a fantastic response from a large number of new 
parents and children. 

As always we held our annual Shradhanjali in February to remember 
Vallabhbhai, Devchandbhai and Indubhai - giant pillars of our 
organisation without whom our sanstha would not be what it is. This 
was a �tting tribute also organised by one of our young Talimi Karyakars. 
More recently we held an Initiation weekend for 54 of our 12-14 year old 
baalako who have begun their training as future leaders of our 
organisation. 

All of these events have played a vital role in preserving our culture, 
history and values and huge credit goes to all those in helping to make 
them a success.

Baal Pravruti

JGS
Summer is coming and this year's JGS promises to be the best weekend 
of 2012! Jeevan Ghadtar Shibir is not just an action packed weekend of 
challenge and adventure, it is a life moulding camp.  We aim to 
encourage independence and self-reliance in every child whilst they are 
away from their parents and home comforts. It is the perfect 
opportunity to enjoy new experiences and build life-long friendships. 
This year’s vision is to develop awareness and honour the 
interconnection of body, mind, emotions and the environment, with 
daily themes based around raising awareness of what once was, what is, 
what could be and �nally self-awareness.
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Shishukunj has spent the last 35 years in London developing our 
children into future leaders of society, through the provision of high 
quality activities aimed at developing the potential within each 
individual child. In 2009 Shishukunj purchased a property in the heart of 
Edgware with the ambition of enhancing its great work and making a 
lasting di�erence to the surrounding community.

Our dream is to develop this facility into a safe, modern, accessible and 
�exible centre for all members of our community to use. The centre will 
be a new resource which will enable all those that use it to develop into 
bright �owers that will enrich the world and provide an exciting and 
vibrant community hub for many future generations.

A team of professionals have drawn up a set of building plans for the 
Community Centre and apart from a few obstacles that need to be 
addressed these should be ready to be submitted to the council for 
approval by end of September. We anticipate a positive response from 
the council by the end of the year and intend to start the �rst phase of 
the development work in March 2013.

After months of preparation, on Sunday 8th July, 400 walkers came 
together on a rainy morning to participate in the Shishukunj Walk which 
had been organised to raise funds for the development of our 
Shishukunj Community Centre. 

Despite the weather all the walkers (young and old!) took part with full 
enthusiasm and the project successfully raised £12,000 so far. A huge 
thanks to the team that worked tirelessly towards the success of the 
event as well as the walkers and volunteers that helped on the day.

Bhavan Development

Charity Walk
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The Gujarati coordinators - Prabhutaben, Lenaben, Sujalben, and 
Dineshbhai would like to thank all the teachers and helpers for their 
hard work over the last year. The success of Gujarati Classes would not 
have been possible without their support. We encourage parents to help 
your children with any weakness mentioned in their annual report. Our 
advice to you all would be to try speaking in Gujarati as much as 
possible, this will really help with your Gujarati exams.

The Gujarati team, teachers and class room assistants have worked 
extremely hard to develop the teaching system in Shishukunj and make 
learning Gujarati more fun and e�ective. We believe that it is not the 
length of class time, but the quality of the lessons taught. A lot of 
preparation is done in the background and we are working hard to 
produce our own teaching material which will be introduced from year 
1 in the new year. We are always looking for expertise in I.T. especially as 
our new teaching material will be interactive. If you can help then please 
contact the Shishukunj o�ce.

After three successful years, Shishukunj performing arts classes hits 50 
students. The new bhavan has been a great inspiration to grow the 
performing art classes.

Our Kathak classes, for ages 5 and above with Urjaben, have had a 100% 
pass rate, with exams taken for grades 2 to 5. Sanjubhai’s tabla classes 
have �ourished and many of the young tabla players are getting the 
opportunity to perform on Kendra and at our Navratri celebrations. The 
vocal classes run by Mehboobbhai include our beginners and 
intermediate group – both of which are preparing for exams and are 
showing great potential!

We are also pleased to announce our new morning adult vocal class for 
our parents and a new afternoon Kathak class for beginners.

Gujarati

Fine Arts
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After months of preparation, on Sunday 8th July, 400 walkers came 
together on a rainy morning to participate in the Shishukunj Walk which 
had been organised to raise funds for the development of our 
Shishukunj Community Centre. 

Despite the weather all the walkers (young and old!) took part with full 
enthusiasm and the project successfully raised £12,000 so far. A huge 
thanks to the team that worked tirelessly towards the success of the 
event as well as the walkers and volunteers that helped on the day.

The Shishukunj International Projects Team has had 
a busy year. Key events included: 

 2 wheelchair containers sent to Raj Saubhag Mandal 

 1 books container sent to Oshwal Academy

 Shishukunj Medical Camp - We joined up with the   

 Sakhee Sewa group and assisted in the opening   

 ceremony for this new Hospital in India. Our Baalako  

 also got involved with assisting the patients.

 Various donations to under privileged children in Asia  

 and Africa

We are currently planning to send another books 
container to  Kenya in Aug/Sept so please keep on 
donating your educational books! We would also 
like to hear from anyone who has school or 
education books distributors contacts.

The Shishukunj Parents Association is an integral part of our 
organisation. The parents’ support and involvement in our activities is 
greatly appreciated. 

ShiPA have been heavily involved throughout the year with all events 
such as Baal Deen, key Kendra events and most recently, the charity 
walk. We also initiated parents‘ co�ee mornings to allow parents to 
discuss the challenges that are faced by our children today and how we 
can work together to allow them to make the right choices. 

This year would not have been a success without the parents’ 
involvement. We would like to thank those who are dedicated and 
committed to Shishukunj and encourage more parents to participate 
and join in with our upcoming events. 

SIP

ShiPA
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25-27 High Street, Edgware, HA8 7EE   |  office@shishukunj.org.uk  |  020 8381 1818

Registered charity no. 284206

www.shishukunj.org.uk

KEY DATES

Start of Term     Sunday 9th September 2012

Autumn New Intake    Sunday 16th September 2012

Shishukunj Navratri Celebrations  Sat 13th/Sun 14th October 2012

Kendra Half Term (Kendra Closed)  Sunday 28th October 2012

Kendra Celebrates Diwali   Sunday 11th November 2012

End of Term     Sunday 9th December 2012

Autumn Term


